       Finding Real Power: The Holy Spirit in our life
I. Who is the Holy Spirit? 
    1.  __________   __________came into being by the work of the Holy Spirit. 
         The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. Gn. 1:2
          Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person. Gn. 2:7

2.  He ______________upon __________people at particular times for particular tasks. 
     and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, 4 to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every craft. Ex. 31:3-5
     But Gideon said to Him, “Please Lord, how am I to rescue Israel? Behold, my family is the least [significant] in Manasseh, and I am the youngest (smallest) in my father’s house.” Judges 6:15
 3.  He was _____________by the Father of Jesus. 
       I will take away your stubborn heart and give you a new heart and a desire to be faithful. You will have only pure thoughts, 27 because I will put my Spirit in you and make you eager to obey my laws and teachings. Ez. 36:26-27
4.  __________________linked Holy Spirit to Jesus. 
     John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. Lk. 3;16
    Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit as he left the Jordan River. The Spirit led him while he was in the desert Lk. 4:1
    On the final and climactic day of the Feast, Jesus took his stand. He cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Rivers of living water will brim and spill out of the depths of anyone who believes in me this way, just as the Scripture says.” (He said this in regard to the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were about to receive. The Spirit had not yet been given because Jesus had not yet been glorified.) John 7:37-39
  But you will receive power when the holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8




II. What does the Holy Spirit do?
    1. He brings _________________birth through the waters of baptism. 
        The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”   John 3:8
    2. We become ____________and ________________. 
         For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.[a] And by him we cry, “Abba,[b] Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. Rm. 8:14-17
    3.  The Holy Spirit helps us to: 
          ______________when we don’t know how. 
         And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers[a] in harmony with God’s own will. Rm. 8:26-27
          _____________the word of God. 
 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. Jn. 16:14
          _____________Christ in the sacraments. 
But anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise that person at the last day. Jn. 6:55
    4.  The Holy Spirit gives ________________for all God’s people. 
           Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 1Cor. 12:7

    5.  The Holy Spirit brings us into the ____________of God. 
          The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. 1Cor. 12:12
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
          Questions for Reflection? 
1. What impresses you about the Holy Spirit?
2. When you have had specific experience of the Holy Spirit in your life? 
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